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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
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the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 



b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



With regard to the title, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[X] the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

SOL-GEL PROCESS FOR PRODUCING A DRIED GEL ADHERING TO AN INSERT AND PRODUCTS 
OBTAINABLE THEREBY 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

nn the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
' — ' within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2 



| | as suggested by the applicant. None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
PT| because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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A sol -gel process is described that allows dry gels to be produced, and 
where necessary, the corresponding dense vitreous bodies, around an 
incompressible insert. A particular feature of the process is the step 
of rotating a container holding the sol and incompressible insert 
throughout the gelling step under such conditions that a wet gel adhering 
to the insert is produced, which is then dried. The process is useful 
particularly for the production of preforms for optical fibers, which are 
al so claimed. 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 6 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 



II 
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III 
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IV 
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VI 
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VII 




VIII 





Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations su porting such statement 



Certain observations on the international application 
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03/10/2000 



Date of completion of this report 
07.03.2001 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 
European Patent Office 

D-80298 Munich 
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Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized officer 
De Ruiter, F 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-12 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 


10-12 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Prior art sol-gel processes for the production of manufactured articles containing 
an incompressible insert were not successful, as upon gelling of the sol located 
around the incompressible insert syneresis occurred, that is a reduction of the 
volume of the gel in relation to the volume of the sol of 1 to 3%, by which 
syneresis tensions in the forming gel were caused leading to breakage of the gel. 
By the sol-gel process of claim 1 this problem is overcome. There is no lead to 
this process, especially not to the rotatability of the container about the axis of the 
insert and the rotation of the container about this axis during the gelling of the sol. 
Therefore claim 1 appears to meet the requirements of Articles 33(2), (3) and (4) 
PCT. 

2. As it was thought to be impossible to manufacture a composite as defined in claim 
9 this composite is new and involves an inventive step, so that also claim 9 
appears to meet the requirements of the above articles. 

3. As in dependent claims 2 to 8 preferred embodiments of the process of claim 1 
are defined these claims also appear to meet the above requirements. 

4. The composite manufactured article according to claim 10 and the preforms for 
optical fiber according to claims 1 1 and 12 do not differ from optical glass fiber 
preforms made by the MCVD-process, the rod-in-tube process or further 
processes for making optical fiber preforms not being sol-gel processes. 
Therefore the subject-matter of these claims is not novel, so that these claims do 
not meet the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document JP-A-61 -072639 is not mentioned in the description, 
nor is this document identified therein. 
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Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . Claim 1 relates to a sol-gel process for the production of manufactured articles. 
With manufactured articles normally finished articles are meant, no intermediate 
products. However, the process steps defined in claim 1 do not lead to a finished 
product, thus to manufactured articles, but to a dried gel comprising an 
incompressible insert, which is an intermediate product. Therefore claim 1 
comprises an internal discrepancy which is objectionable under Article 6 PCT. 

2. A similar objection is raised against claim 9. 

3. As also the preform obtainable with the features defined in claim 8 is an 
intermediate product the above objection under Article 6 PCT against claim 1 
could be met by letting claim 1 relate to a process for the production of that what 
is indeed obtained by this process, or to introduce the features of claim 8 into 
claim 1 and to let this claim relate to a process for the production of that what is 
indeed obtained with the process of present claim 8. 

The objection under Article 6 PCT against claim 9 could be met in a similar way. 

4. From lines 1 2 to 24 of page 7 it is clear that the object of the invention, as 
specified in lines 10 to 13 of page 6, is not achieved when the container is rotated 
with a to low rotational speed. As claim 1 covers rotation of the container with 
such a to low rotational speed this claim 1 does not comprise all the essential 
features of the invention, so that the requirements of Article 6 PCT are not met 
(see the International Preliminary Examination Guidelines, C III, 4.3 and 4.4). 

In order to met this objection it appears to be necessary to introduce the features 
defined in claim 2 into claim 1 . It does not appear to be possible to meet this 
objection in another way without conflicting with the requirements of Article 
34(2)(b) PCT. . 

5. In step f) of claim 1 it is defined that the container is opened, which leaves open 
the question when it is closed. Also because of this obscurity claim 1 does not 
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meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

6. For reasons of clarity it is suggested that line 10 of page 20 be amended into "that 
the insert will be rotated integrally with said container;". 

7. The summary of the invention, which is defined in the independent claims, should 
make reference to the subject-matter of all these independent claims. 
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2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication 
to all the elected Offices. 



3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the 
report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing 
translations and paying national fees) within 30 months from the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 
39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office, that translation must 
contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's 
responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 



For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 
PCT Applicant's Guide. 
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(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Date of submission of the demand 
03/10/2000 


Date of completion of this report 
07.03.2001 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

^ European Patent Office 

CHW D- 80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized officer ^ssrv 

DeRuiter.F (( Ml }) 
Telephone No. +49 89 2399 2921 ^^mj^ 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/IT00/00076 



i. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)): 
Description, pages: 

1-19 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-12 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/5-5/5 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 


10-12 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-9 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-12 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Prior art sol-gel processes for the production of manufactured articles containing 
an incompressible insert were not successful, as upon gelling of the sol located 
around the incompressible insert syneresis occurred, that is a reduction of the 
volume of the gel in relation to the volume of the sol of 1 to 3%, by which 
syneresis tensions in the forming gel were caused leading to breakage of the gel. 
By the sol-gel process of claim 1 this problem is overcome. There is no lead to 
this process, especially not to the rotatability of the container about the axis of the 
insert and the rotation of the container about this axis during the gelling of the sol. 
Therefore claim 1 appears to meet the requirements of Articles 33(2), (3) and (4) 
PCT. 

2. As it was thought to be impossible to manufacture a composite as defined in claim 
9 this composite is new and involves an inventive step, so that also claim 9 
appears to meet the requirements of the above articles. 

3. As in dependent claims 2 to 8 preferred embodiments of the process of claim 1 
are defined these claims also appear to meet the above requirements. 

4. The composite manufactured article according to claim 10 and the preforms for 
optical fiber according to claims 1 1 and 12 do not differ from optical glass fiber 
preforms made by the MCVD-process, the rod-in-tube process or further 
processes for making optical fiber preforms not being sol-gel processes. 
Therefore the subject-matter of these claims is not novel, so that these claims do 
not meet the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document J P-A-6 1-072639 is not mentioned in the description, 
nor is this document identified therein. 
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Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . Claim 1 relates to a sol-gel process for the production of manufactured articles. 
With manufactured articles normally finished articles are meant, no intermediate 
products. However, the process steps defined in claim 1 do not lead to a finished 
product, thus to manufactured articles, but to a dried gel comprising an 
incompressible insert, which is an intermediate product. Therefore claim 1 
comprises an internal discrepancy which is objectionable under Article 6 PCT. 

2. A similar objection is raised against claim 9. 

3. As also the preform obtainable with the features defined in claim 8 is an 
intermediate product the above objection under Article 6 PCT against claim 1 
could be met by letting claim 1 relate to a process for the production of that what 
is indeed obtained by this process, or to introduce the features of claim 8 into 
claim 1 and to let this claim relate to a process for the production of that what is 
indeed obtained with the process of present claim 8. 

The objection under Article 6 PCT against claim 9 could be met in a similar way. 

4. From lines 1 2 to 24 of page 7 it is clear that the object of the invention, as 
specified in lines 10 to 13 of page 6, is not achieved when the container is rotated 
with a to low rotational speed. As claim 1 covers rotation of the container with 
such a to low rotational speed this claim 1 does not comprise all the essential 
features of the invention, so that the requirements of Article 6 PCT are not met 
(see the International Preliminary Examination Guidelines, C III, 4.3 and 4.4). 

In order to met this objection it appears to be necessary to introduce the features 
defined in claim 2 into claim 1 . It does not appear to be possible to meet this 
objection in another way without conflicting with the requirements of Article 
34(2)(b) PCT. 

5. In step f) of claim 1 it is defined that the container is opened, which leaves open 
the question when it is closed. Also because of this obscurity claim 1 does not 
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meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

6. For reasons of clarity it is suggested that line 10 of page 20 be amended into "that 
the insert will be rotated integrally with said container;". 

7. The summary of the invention, which is defined in the independent claims, should 
make reference to the subject-matter of all these independent claims. 
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international application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 
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(Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 
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APPLICANT 



GEL DESIGN AND ENGINEERING S.r.l. 
Via Fauser, 4 
1-28100 NOVARA 
Italy 



| | This person is also inventor. 



Telephone No. 




0039-0321 


-447342 j 


Facsimile No. 




0039-0321- 


-447378 



Teleprinter No. 



State (that is, country) of nationality: 



IT 
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for the purposes of: 



State (that is, country) of residence: 



IT 



| j all designated 
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Box No. m FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 
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I he address must include postal 
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COSTA, Fulvio 

Via Roma, 92 

1-27048 SOMMO (PV) 

Italy 




State (that is,country) of nationality: 
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| X| applicant and inventor 

I I inventor only (If this check-box 
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State (that is, country) of residence: 



IT 
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Box No. IV AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 
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Name and address: family name followed bj given name; for a legal entity, full official designation. 
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GISLON, Gabriele 
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0039-02-86463303 
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Box is the applicant's Slate (that is, country) of residence' if no State of residence is indicated below.) 
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Via Roma, 92 
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This person is: 

| | applicant only 

| ^ | applicant and inventor 

| 1 inventor only (If this check-box 
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State (that is, country) of nationality: ^ 


State (that is, country) of residence: 
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Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entity, full official designation. 
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Box is the applicant s State (that is, country) of residence if no State of residence is indicated below.) 

COSTA, Lorenzo 
Via Roma, 92 
1-27048 SOMMO (PV) 
Italy 


This person is: 
[ | applicant only 

| xl applicant and inventor 

[ | inventor only (If this check-box 
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State (thai is, country) of nationality: 
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State (that is, country) of residence: 
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This person is: 

| | applicantonly 

| j applicant and inventor 

I | inventor only (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.) 


State (that is, country) of nationality: 


State (that u, country) of residence: 


This person is applicant 1 | all designated 1 I all designated States except 1 1 the United States 1 1 the States indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 Mates | | the United States of America | | of America only 1 1 the Supplemental Box 


| Further applicants and/or (further) inventors are indicated on another continuation sheet. 
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DESIGNATION OF STATES 



The following designations are hereby made under Rule 4.9(a) (mark the applicable check-boxes; at least one must be marked): 
Regional Patent 

E3 AF ARIPO Patent GH Ghana, GM Gambia, KE Kenya, LS Lesotho, MW Malawi, SD Sudan, SL Sierra Leone, SZ Swaziland, 
UG Uganda, ZW Zimbabwe, and anv other State which is a Contracting State of the Harare Protocol and of the PCT 
EA Eurasian Patent: AM Armenia, AZ Azerbaijan, BY Belarus, KG Kyrgyzstan, KZ Kazakhstan, MD Republic of 
Moldova, RU Russian Federation, TJ Tajikistan, TIM Turkmenistan, and any other State which is a Contracting State 
of the Eurasian Patent Convention and of the PCT 

E) EP European Patent: AT Austria, BE Belgium, CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein, CY Cyprus, DE Germany, 
DK Denmark, ES Spain, FI Finland, FR France, GB United Kingdom, GR Greece, IE Ireland, IT Italy, LU Luxembourg,' 
MC Monaco, NL Netherlands, PT Portugal, SE Sweden, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the European 
Patent Convention and of the PCT 

Ej OA OAPI Patent: BF Burkina Faso, BJ Benin, CF Central African Republic, CG Congo, d Cote d 'I voire, CM Cameroon, 
GA Gabon, GN Guinea, GW Guinea-Bissau, ML Mali, MR Mauritania, NE Niger, SN Senegal, TD Chad, TG Togo, and 
any other State which is a member State of OAPI and a Contracting State of the PCT (\f other kind of protection or treatment 
desired, specify on dotted line) 

National Patent flatter kind of 'protection or treatment desired specify an dotted line): 

El AE United Arab Emirates 

H AL Albania 

AM Armenia 

AT Austria , , 
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AU Australia 

AZ Azerbaijan 

BA Bosnia and Herzegovina 
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BG Bulgaria 

BR Brazil 

BY Belarus 
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CH and JLI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 

CN China 
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Czech Republic 

Germany , 

Denmark 
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Spain 

Finland 

United Kingdom 
Grenada 

Georgia 
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GM Gambia 
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Hungary 

Indonesia 

Israel 

India . . . . 

Iceland 

Japan 

Kenya ' 

Kyrgyzstan 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea 
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LT 
LU 
LV 



Liberia 
Lesotho 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
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MD Republic of Moldova 

MG Madagascar \ 

MK The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

MN Mongolia 

MW Malawi 

MX Mexico 

NO Norway 

NZ New Zealand 

PL Poland 

PT Portugal 

RO Romania 

RU Russian Federation 

SD Sudan 
SE Sweden 
SG Singapore 

SI Slovenia : 

SK Slovakia 

SL Sierra Leone 

TJ Tajikistan 

TM Turkmenistan 



TR 
TT 
UA 
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US 
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ZW 



Turkey 

Trinidad and Tobago . . . 

Ukraine 

Uganda : 

United States of America . 



Uzbekistan . . 
Viet Nam . . . 
Yugoslavia . , 
South Africa , 
Zimbabwe . . 



Check-boxes reserved for designating States which have 
become party to the PCT after issuance of mis sheet: 

H .Ci. .Cost* . Rica £jf. AM". 1 .* . . . 

gg DM. pomli>ip A KJ. . MA. Marncco. 



Precautionary Designation Statement: In addition to the designations made above, the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all other 
designations which would be permitted under the PCT except any designation(s) indicated in the Supplemental Box as being excluded 
from the scope of this statement The applicant declares that those additional designations are subject to ccmflrmation and that any 
designation which is not confirmed before the expiration of 1 5 months from the priority date is to be regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
at the expiration of that time limit (Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice specifying that designation and the payment of 
the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the J 5-month time limit ) 
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Box No. VI PRIORITY CLAIM 



□ Further priority claims are indicated in the Supplemental Box. 



Filing date 
of earlier application 
(day/month/year) 



Number 

of earlier application 



Where earlier application is: 



national application: 
country 



regional application:* 
regional Office 



international application: 
receiving Office 



item(l) 

8 March 1999 
(08.03.99) 



NO99A000004 



ITALY 



item (2) 



item (3) 



| | The receiving Office is requested to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau a certified copy 
of the earlier application(s) (only If the earlier application was Hied with the Office which for the 
purposes of the present international application is the receiving Office) identified above as item(s): 

• Where the earlier application is an ARIPO application, it is mandatory to indicate in the Supplemental Box at least one country party to the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property for which that earlier application was filed (Rule 4.W(b)(ii)). See Supplemental Box. 



Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Choiceof International Searching Authority (ISA) 

(if two or more International Searching Authorities are 
competent to carry out the international search, indicate 
the Authority chosen: the two-letter code may be used): 

ISA / . " ' 



Request to use results of earlier search; reference to that search (if an earlier 
search has been carried out by or requested from the International Starching Authority): 



Date (day/month/year) 



Number 



Country (or regional Office) 



Box No. VIII CHECK LIST; LANGUAGE OF FILING 



This international application contains 
the following number of sheets: 

request : 4 

description (excluding 
sequence listing part) : 17 

claims : 2 

abstract : 1 

drawings : 5 

sequence listing part 

of description : 



Total number of sheets 



29 



This international application is accompan led by the item(s) marked below. 
1. El fee calculation sheet 

2- □ separate signed power of attorney (WILL | FOLLOW) 

3. □ copy of general power of attorney; reference number, if any: 

4. □ statement explaining lack of signature 

5. □ priority documents) identified in Box No. VI as item(s): (WILL FOLLOW) 

6. □ translation of international application into (language): (WILL FOLLOW) 

7. □ separate indications concerning deposited microorganism or other biological material 

8. □ nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing in computer readable form 

9. □ other (specify): 



Figure of the drawings which 
should accompany the abstract: 



Language of filing of the 

international application: 



Italian 



Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



Next to each signature, indicate the name of the person signing and the capacity in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvious from reading the request). 



GISLpN, Gabriele (Agent) 



1. 


Date of actual receipt of the purported 
international application: 


For receiving Office 




2. Drawings: 


3. 


Corrected date of actual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 








. | | received: 


4. 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2); 








I 1 not received: 


5. 


International Searching Authority TC A , 
(if two or more are competent): ^oA f 




6 □ 


Transmittal of search copy delayed 
until search fee is paid. 





Date of receipt of the record copy 
by the International Bureau: 



For International Bureau use only < 
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NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

{PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 



To: 



GISLON, Gabriele 
Marietti e Gislon S.r.l 
Via Large, 16 
1-20122 Milan 
ITALIE 



Dite of mailing (day/month/year) 

14 September 2000 (14.09.00) 




Applicant's or agenf s file reference 
7477/671 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/ITOO/00076 


International fling date (day/month/year) 
08 March 2000 (08.03.00) 


Priority data (day/mo nth/year) 
08 March 1999 (08.03.99) 


Applicant 

NOVARA TECHNOLOGY S.R.L et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

AU,DZ,KP,KR,US 

In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c>, third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

A^AL^M^P^AT^BA^BB^CBR^BY.CA^H^CNXRrCU.CZ^E.D^DM^E^EP^SJI.GB.GD, 

GE,GH / GM / HR r HUJDJLJN / ISJP,KE,KG,K2 r LC^K # LR / LS,LT,LU,LV / MA,MD r MG / MK,MN,MW,MX, 

NO,NZ,OA/L,PT,RO,RU,S^ 

The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, tftose Offices do not require the 

applicant to furnish a copy of the International application (Rule 49.1 (a -bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the international Bureau on 
14 September 2000 (14,09.00) under No. WO 00/53538 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1S-month time limit 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

N tJjS applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/lB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicants Guide. 
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Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

07 November 2000 (07.1 1 .00) 




International application No. 
PCT/IT00/00076 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
7477/671 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
08 March 2000 (08.03.00) 
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X in the demand filed with the International Preliminary Examining Authority on: 

03 October 2000 (03.10.00) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 
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made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 
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